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How do I know that Compass  
will be a good neighbor?

Compass Housing Alliance provides residential 
living accommodations in many communities 
throughout King County and has established 
a good relationship with each community.  
Compass has consistently been a good neighbor 
in our other housing projects, with staff 
available to respond to the needs or concerns of 
neighbors on a 24/7 basis.

The management of Compass and the Nyer 
Urness House staff are committed to being good 
neighbors to Ballard. A Community Advisory 
Board is being established to provide neighbors 
with a forum to make suggestions and to advise 
Compass about concerns.  The Advisory Board 
meetings will be coordinated and facilitated by 
the Nyer Urness House Manager.

“Overall, I want to commend what you 
are doing.  We used to live around the 
corner from a house that was Compass 
Center housing in the Pinehurst 
neighborhood.  The men who lived 
there walked by our house every day on 
their way to and from work, always said 
hello and just generally seemed happy 
to be where they were.  They were no 
different from everyone else, and like 
everyone else deserve a roof overhead 
and the respect of other human beings.  
I hope the Ballard community will 
come around to believing that, too.”

         -Anne Kirchner, Ballard Resident

Who was Nyer Urness? 
Rev. Nyer Urness served as chaplain at the 
Compass Center from 1989 to 2006.  Nyer was 
a gifted conversationalist and a master listener.  
Nyer made his friends, old or new, feel unique, 
important, loved and heard.

People became wiser, more confident and able 
when they talked with Nyer.  His ministry was at 
the heart of the Compass community, and it is in 
memory of his gracious spirit that we name this 
project after him.

Compass Housing Alliance
77 S. Washington Street
Seattle, WA 98104
206-357-3124
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Project FAQs

What will the building look like?
The project is a 7-story, 51,664 square foot 
mixed-use building with a green roof designed 
by Weinstein AU.  Weinstein has extensive 
experience designing buildings that enhance the 
community.

The bulk of the first two floors of the building 
will be dedicated for human service uses.  These 
areas include offices for social workers, addiction 
counselors, mental health professionals, 
healthcare providers and employment specialists 
who will primarily, but not exclusively, serve the 
residents in the building.  There are also meeting 
rooms for support group sessions.

How many people will live in  
the Nyer Urness House?

There are 80 apartments--small furnished 
studios that contain a full bathroom and galley 
kitchen.  Only one tenant will live in each unit.

Who will live in the building?
The residents of the apartments will be formerly 
homeless men and women who will benefit from 
on-site case management and related services to 
help them stabilize their lives. 

How will Compass identify eligible tenants?
Prospective residents will be identified from 
the Ballard neighborhood as well as programs 
operated by Compass, Homeless Medical 
Respite, and REACH Street and Encampment 
Outreach. 

Most of the residents will have medical and 
mental health issues and other disabilities, 
including substance abuse. Twenty-four hour 
Compass staff will work with each resident to 
complete an individual service plan to treat their 
illnesses and improve social support.

Will sex offenders be allowed  
to live in the apartments?

Compass will conduct a criminal history check 
of all prospective tenants and will not house in 
this project those designated as most likely to 
re-offend (Level 3). 

How will the building by staffed?
The project will be staffed 24 hours per day to 
provide support to residents.  It will be a secured 
apartment building with controlled front door 
access. 

Will this project increase  
traffic & congestion in the area? 

No. Our experience serving homeless and 
formerly homeless individuals indicates that car 
ownership by residents of Nyer Urness House 
will be almost non-existent.  Compass provides 
ORCA transit passes to our employees as part 
of its benefit package.  Parking will be adequate 
for the other human service providers in the 
building, and there are ample transit options in 
the immediate vicinity.

Will this project bring other homeless  
people into our neighborhood? 

No. This is not a shelter; it is an apartment 
building.  This project will have a visitor policy 
strictly enforced by staff that limits the number 
of people visiting the building.  One meal per day 
will be served to residents but will not be open 
to the public.

Will this project lower the value of my property?
No. A number of studies from major 
metropolitan areas show that the value of 
neighboring properties do not drop when a 
new affordable development opens. Affordable 
housing is carefully designed with the 
community in mind and does not negatively 
impact surrounding property values.

Will this project increase  
crime in our neighborhood?

No.  For the past 14 years, Compass Housing 
Alliance has been operating 15 low-income 
housing projects in neighborhoods across King 
County.  To date, no reports of increased crime 
have been made by law enforcement agencies 
in those neighborhoods and communities where 
Compass provides housing.

How will Nyer Urness house  
increase the safety of our neighborhood?

Homeless people disabled by mental illness  
and/or chemical dependency are often the 
victims of violent street predators and other 
criminals who consider them to be easy targets. 
Providing stable housing and adequate staff 
support greatly decreases the chances for 
vulnerable people, and others in the community, 
to be preyed upon.

Typical rental unit:
320-380 Square Feet


